
Theological Position Paper Worksheet 

 
1Thesis: Main Point: I will argue. . .     Supporting Points: . . . 

because. . .  
2Methodology: Step 1 (positions), Step 2 (construction), Step 3 (response to objections) 
 
3Positions: 1) 

 Adherents: 1)   2)   3) 

2) 

 Adherents: 1)   2)   3) 

3) 

  Adherents: 1)   2)   3) 
 
4My Position 

 Biblical Evidence 

  1)    2)    3) 

 Theological Evidence 

  1)    2)    3) 
 
5Objections 

 O1) 

 Response 1)   2) 

 O2) 

 Response 1)   2) 

 

Conclusion 

 
1 Thesis should be one clear argument with supporting points. E.g. “I will argue that Baptism is 

of believers alone because of the command in Matthew 28:19–20, the testimony of Acts, and the 

ecclesiology of the new covenant.” 
2 Methodology should be 1–2 sentences immediately following the thesis. E.g. “This will be 

demonstrated by, first, explaining opposing views from Presbyterians and Lutherans, second, 

constructing a biblical and theological defense of the thesis, and, third, responding to objections 

to my doctrine.” These (thesis and methodology statements) should come as either the first 

two/three or last two/three sentences in your introduction. 
3 Give a summary of 2–4 positions on the topic. You may include yours, or simply include those 

that hold to a different position than yours. If you keep this section to 2 positions, you will be 

better able to more fairly represent other positions. Having 4 positions will require you to be 

superficial at points. 
4 Provide a biblical and theological defense of your position. Make sure to consult commentaries, 

theological works, and journals to develop your argument. 
5 Use real objections; don’t just make up something you think someone would say. E.g. “Sinclair 

Ferguson disagrees. He says, ‘baptism. . .’” 

* Further, a good general rule is to have 3–4 footnotes per page, and 10+ sources for the paper. 

Having too few may indicate you are neither supporting your argument nor sufficiently 

interacting with scholarship. Make sure they are mostly primary sources (i.e. don’t cite someone 

else on Calvin; cite Calvin himself). 


